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There zeem to bs 2t leest Three separste groups of Khmer-Issarsks or
Free Canbodians. The first has been secretly bought by the French, the
gecond is seeking, and to soma extent ob‘baining, Sienese pm tection, and
the third is closely allied with the Viet Minh.

The pro-Siamese group msy, in tum, be divided intoc two or three, T8~
volving respectively around the personalities of Luang Adul Aduldet
Charat, Inang Pibul Songgram and Nai Kluang Abhaiwong. It has besn
reported that there is one antl~Viet Minh group of Khmer-Iusaraks
which is led by a certain Lieutenant Sarun, a 3ismesg-naturalised
Cambodian princa who is related to Inang Adul through marciage.
Comment, The relationships and confliocts among the various
groups are obscure. It is possible that Nel Khueng is attempting o
unite them ail and to ordent them towards Siam end sway from both
the French end the Viet Kioh.,) '

Hal Rhuang Abheiwong is the leader and supreme commspder in chief

of the Khmer-Issargks. Jeaders of 81l groups are constantly im his |
house. HNal FKhuang regards the problem of Cambodia 48 quite separsts
from that of Viet Nam which, he fevle, is complicated and more impertant
than that of Siam ilself. MHe feels, therefors, thnt Casbodia must not
become involved in the problems of Viet Ram, but must do dll poesible for
itself.

Ehuang wents Cembodia to strive for the largssi possible depres of autonomy.
He would lilte Siam to assist Cambodis 4o "moke @ deal® with the French,
according to which Cambodie would be tmly independent, but the Frenmch
sphere of inflvence (similar to ths United States' sphere of infiuence

in the Philippines) would be recognized; Fronch sdvisers to the Gambodian
goverment would be encouraged, but they must be resl sdvisers and not
disguised bullies. In e:xchamge for Siam's recognition of this French
sphere of influence, sccording to Khusng, France would then cede

Battambang to Siem. He is willing to allow the other thres torder
provinces to remain in French handa.

E& Cmment, Unfertunately for Khumg's scheme, Lumg Pibul hag

dac question of the lost provinces i3 & closed issue,
However, Khuang is be no means prepared to give up.

Khueng mey vse the questlon of Battambang as means for a politieal ‘
comeback. Should he make a _comeback through other means, he will then raise the issue.)
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